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A very warm welcome to the community here at St. Peter’s where worship has been
offered on this site since Saxon times. The present Church building has its origins
in the late 13th Century and has been the place of worship for the village of
Swettenham since then. If you make use of a hearing aid please switch to “T” for
enhanced sound. Please ensure that mobile phones, cellular phones and pagers are
switched off.
There will be a collection taken during the Offertory Hymn for the Ministry, Mission and upkeep of
this beautiful Church building that costs £2,417 month to maintain. Please use one of the Gift Aid
envelopes in the pews as this adds 25% to the value of your offering, thank you.

Our Hymns for today:
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 25 The advent of our King
GRADUAL HYMN: 30 Hark the glad sound the savior comes
OFFERTORY HYMN: 31 Come thou long expected Jesus
RECESSIONAL HYMN: 26 O come, O come, Emmanuel
THE COLLECT
O Lord, raise up we pray thee thy power and come among us, and with great
might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are sore
let and hindered in running the race that is set before us, thy bountiful grace
and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the satisfaction of thy
Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Spirit be honour and glory,
now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT FOR ADVENT SUNDAY
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus
Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come
again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to
the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING (HEBREW):

Malachi 3.1-4

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith
the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth?
For he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as
gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.
Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in
the days of old, and as in former years.
NEW TESTAMENT:

Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, Always in every prayer of
mine for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel
from the first day until now; being confident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my
heart; in as much as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of
the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.
For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus
Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are excellent;
that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ. Being filled
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and
praise of God.
GOSPEL

Luke 3.1-8

Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of
Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came
unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the
country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of
sins; as it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, the
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voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low;
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made
smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
ADDRESS

Revd Pamela Soult

POST COMMUNION
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him
again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and
purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet
him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Next Week at St. Peter’s
6.30 pm Holy Communion
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