NOTICE SHEET
Holy Communion
1st February 2015
Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(Candlemass)

A very warm welcome to the community here at St. Peter’s where worship has been
offered on this site since Saxon times. The present Church building has it origins
in the late 13th Century and has been the place of worship for the village of
Swettenham since then.
An induction loop system operates here. If you make use of a hearing aid please
switch to “T” for enhanced sound. Please ensure that mobile phones, cellular
phones and pagers are switched off.
There will be a collection taken during the Offertory Hymn for the Ministry, Mission and upkeep of
this beautiful Church building that costs £2,417 month to maintain. Please use one of the Gift Aid
envelopes in the pews as this adds 25% to the value of your offering, thank you.

Our Hymns for today:
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 117 Praise to the Holiest in the highest
GRADUAL HYMN:
199 Immortal, invisible, God only wise
OFFERTORY HYMN:
170 The Church’s one foundation (omit v3)
RESCESIONAL HYMN:
180 Thou, whose almighty word
THE COLLECT
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, whose beloved Son was
this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: grant that we
may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, by your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT (HEBREW BIBLE):

Hebrews 2:14-18

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he
took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.
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Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.

OLD TESTAMENT (HEBREW BIBLE) READING:
Malachi 3:1-5
Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me:
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith
the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap:
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the
sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the
Lord an offering in righteousness.
Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as
in the days of old, and as in former years. And I will come near to you to
judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the
hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the
stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.
GOSPEL

Luke 2: 22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a
man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit,
Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in
his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your
servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
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revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ And the
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having
lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow
to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there
with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of
God was upon him.
ADDRESS

Howard Lawton Licensed Reader

POST COMMUNION
All Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to
welcome the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts
beyond words, prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring
us to eternal life; for he is alive and reigns, now and forever. Amen.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
THIS WEEK
Saturday 7th 7.30pm

Plough Supper at The Swettenham Club

Next Week at St. Peter’s
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion (BCP)
Monthly Worship at St Peter’s
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